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ful fill I ki gami Koni

Konko-Sama's Life, Faith, and Prayers

He shared that the current Fifth Konko Sama once

Konko Sama and |

Konko Sama and ik the second half of Rev.
Kiyoji Ko n k o 0ko nlkeoc t Sia me:

Faith, and Prayersfrom the
faith training prior to the 150t
Anniversary Grand Ceremon
of the Divine Call last Novem

ber. The first half of his lecturel i

Odemashi and the True Pat
way, can be found in the previ
ous issue. The continuation ar
sustainability
Faith was a key theme in th
first half through the practica
example of the daily practice
odemashifor 84 years, as evi
dent in the permanent white li
engraved in the concrete pa
from Konko Sa
to the Mediation Hall. Thi

theme continues through hi |
personal experiences through

his goyo and stories he has heard Reverend Kiyoji Egnr:)to

tol d

tion

i Due t o t he TF

tremely long term of sincere devotion, the Media-
0s surface becanm

nal shape. Thin boards were

~ then placed on the Mediation

desk in the Central Mediation
Hall .0 The Fi fth
succeeded both the desk and
divine task.

Rev. Konko spoke about
the significance of the Me-
diation seat. He mentioned
that the Fifth Konko Sama
once told hi m,
(Mediation seat) is impor-
tant . o Since h e
words, Rev. Konko spoke
about how he thought about
the meaning of its impor-
tance through his dailgoyo
at the Central Mediation

Hall. He shared his thoughts that

about the Konko Samas?©d the Mediation seat is the place
and prayers in the second half. where Konko Sama is united with
AThe Parento (Kami) and f
Parento there the most S
Third Konko Sama noted that this special p
Rev . Konko spoke apboehtdso continuous patienc

diation desk and mentioned that the Third Konk
Sama at age 14 succeeded the position at the Me: . R
tion desk after the passing of Second Konko SarT hird Konko Samaos Left L
in 1893. The Third Konko Sama devoted himse Rev. Konko shared another anecdote he heard
entirely t o s ergoyoatthe Mee Ifrom the Fifth Konko Sama about a time when the
diation desk for 70 years. Rev. Konko asked 1Fifth Konko Sama was a university student, and he
whether we could imagine the state of the Mediatichelped his grandfather, the Third Konko Sama take
desk after half a century of sincere daily practic a bath. The Fifth Konko Sama told Rev. Konko,



"This is a story when | was in my twentiesinthe practi cing faith is with
19306s. When | hel ped tdesrib@dihatredeivikgpMetiadionSecenving t a k e
bat h, I saw t he backsi ddvinebilessings & our dailylives, #d n k o Sam
left leg being unusually flat. And then, | realized thaexperiencing the joy of practicing faith are all

the center of gravity goersndont ead;petrlseonfdjso s i afe h
more frequently. Therefore, his body weight shifted fulfillment for those seeking true happiness in their

to the left due to his daily Toritsugi Mediation for  daily lives. He added that the source of divine

over 60 years. Hence, the backside of his left leg blessings is not only limited to the Central

only was flat. o Mediation Hall, but all churches can reach as

Rev. Konko asked what we all thought of this  deeply and directly into the source. This, he spoke,
story. He explained that in western culture, one applies universally to KMH and KCNA and that
would never think of patiently sitting on a square there is a strong connection between the Central
shapedatamimat, but this is a very natural sitting Mediation Hall and churches in Hawaii and North
style in Japanese culture. He furthermore explainedAmerica. Rev. Konko elaborated on two examples
that this also exemplifies a formal attitudetoward of t he i nterconnected 0s:
Kami Sama with the belief that the only matter of believers, and churches.
concern is whether people will be saved or not.

Rev. Konko spoke about the shock he feltwhen Konko Samads Prayer incl
he first had heard the story and thought about the The first example Rev. Konko raised was the
seriousness and t r ugoyad espiotwai connectiorf withktlaer@entred Meaiations
He pointed out that we are all familiar with Konko Hall and all Konko churches. He explained that the
Samabds devotion to the GentnaliMadation ldad ik clebrned every®evegirga r s
though we are unaware of such profound stories, shortly beforeohike or the return of Konko Sama
which are beyond our words and understanding. Heto his residence. While doing tgeyq Rev. Konko
explained that the prayers of the Konko Samas fronsaid many thoughts cross his mind, which he
the Founder to his successors are silent yet strong,described as his way of seeking Faith. A thought

for we cannot grasp the meaning. Rev. Konkostated ne day came: fAWhat does
that these silent and strong prayers sustain our livesji r omae ( Centr al Medi at i
whether or not we are aware of them. he did not have an answer at the time but several

months later, another thought came that cleaning
Toritsugi Mediati on a n dtheHbnbu Hiromaemeaes toSymbaicaliy slean
Rev. Konko shifted his lecture to speak about hall Konko church mediation halls. He expressed

thoughts, drawing upon his experience throughhist hat t hi s i s so because
daily goyobesides the Fifth Konko Sama. He include all churches.

explained that the connection between the Central

Mediation Hall and the people is like a streamthat Bel i ever s6 prayer upon K.
freely flows. He described the Central Mediation Another personal experience Rev. Konko

Hall as the well for all Konko churches, and that an spoke about that showed the connection between
invisible stream to this spiritual source connects eat¢he Central Mediation Hall and a believer in a
church. Through receiving mediation, these water Konko church was when he was praying at the
sources flow into our households, overflowing themKonko Church of Toronto in 1993. While in silent
with divine blessings, which filter into our daily life prayer, he said he heard a believer during

occurrences. By receiving Mediation from Konko mediation ¢todok@¢ pr ay, APl ease F
Sama, he explained that we are in essence drawingSama stay in good health and have divine

spiritual blessings from the sourcé not, the well arrangement s fgayofortkisdak o S
within our families dries out, losing the sourceof and | et there be prosper
life. Rev. Konko expressed his surprise at the time that

Rev. Konko quoted t he alkelievet, Whorklremdver ha8 kenavan,, prayed fore
joy of Faith is the joy felt in our daily lives because him.
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The Fifth Konko Samaods pilagesarb bathyisible and invisible.
Rev. Konko went on to elaborate on the Fifth
Konko Samaés Toritsugi Medi ati on a«43d shared som

of his selected There is nothing added
teachings. or taken away from what
the Fourth Konko Sama
had done.

Rev. Konko
mentioned that the Fifth
Konko Sama stated this,
which shows his earnest
admiration toward his
parent, the Fourth Konko
Sama.

<1> P
Once a believer asked ==
the Fifth Konko Sama, g
AHow can | §
strong character and 2
pl easant w;
Konko Sama replied, S
AHave true [l

This believer quietly |
thought about this for a8
while and then asked

<4>
| devote myself entirely

Konko Sama a , h a tto s@rir) KamP Sama 18am hok doihghtiis bétguden ?
Konko Sama plied ATognbe one with Kami. o0

The believer again asked ReviKok@rematkéd et th® Eifth Ronki t h
Kami 6 mean?o Sama had also stated, #l
Konko Sama responded, fcdn0larf indre®y Being Méwed to thke éhthls nearly
towards Kami. o i mpossible responsibilitey
The believer asked, 0 WhddalsHiLhansilityart awakfetsiofhid huhgnhu r
towards Kami 6 mean? limitations, while exercising his utmost sincerity and

Konko Sama said, fnPeopldee vSoayi onKa nRie vSa nkao,n kkoa Niie n t
Sama, 6 but when you tr Uilayl |Unndienrgs ttaon d rvahianty iatr el Sm
be a parent, you will then understand Kami Sama. which should be the priority. He stated that it is a

Rev. Konko said there are many meanings in  nearly impossiblgoyoto devote oneself entirely to
this mediation and expressed his hopes that each aggying Kami, though we should focus on devoting
every one of us seeks further understanding. He o nesel f and geyeHewiplaiged ket mi 6
reveal ed that the conc efeimor®dne r8liesdi Kamitwih his/fepsindeen t i
in this teaching, represents the core and depth of ojgart, one would come to realize his/her limitations

faith, and that we will come to understand the or shortcomings.

significance of respecting Kami as our fAparent o.
<5>

<2>

Rev. Konko shared another narrative of the Fifth

The Fifth Konko Sama o NKCo€n kSl 'Sda’manéls aghg rfveiecle' "Oy K
exactly the same way as what Shijin Sama (the  geep prayers and his devotion. Prior to presiding
SecondKonk$ ama) had stated,qemfeiMoithly Ydvices, SPring and Autumn
cannot solely serve KandanfR@S Snd SHYsErvicBs"ReKonid W N -

Because my parent (Founder) had appeared everyramarked that Konko Sama recites SashiMain
midnight to the altar and gave prayers fromthe  prayer hefore his home altar with his wife, Yaeko by

prayer record book repeatedly for threeyears,a L i's s de . In the passage
person IlkAe me with no V|rtu§ IS able to serve Kami ggnt Ikigami Konko Daijin to the people to give
Samaos goyo. 00 blessings and teachings and to have them prosper

Rev. Konko explained #hady KonkoresSsrmMagdPnko shar

prayers have never ceased for a moment for five  gama pecomes deeply touched and filled with strong
generations, resulting in countless okage blessingss mot i on t hat he chokes u p

He expressed how significant and meaningful thes¢ 5 1 n o t go on to read the
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Rev. Konko compared his own thoughts Tal I i
on prayers and divine blessings to th051Y0ung MInISter S Gathe”ng
practiced by Konko Sama, and he expresse By Rev. Koichi Konko
his amazement for Konko Samads t ko%kﬁMis%iéan'Honolulu
cerity and attested that Konko Samaodos strong
prayers to Kami and the strong wish for al!

to be saved are beyond our imagination. Konkokyo celebrated its 150th Anniversary last year in

2009. In 1859 the Divine Call was revealed to lkigami
<G> Konko Daijin, who initiated the Konko Faith. He is the role
The Fifth Konko Sa m Mmodelforministersand believers; the young ministers along

news and seeing so much suffering; my hea with some older ministers in Hawaii have gathered at the
cannot rest. These kinds of incidents happe Konko Mission of Honolulu to enrich their faith through
when we ignore/disrespect Kami. Even for sharing their thoughts about the Divine Call on February 20,

me to have spoken such words has maden2 01 0. We focused especially
heart in great sorrcsires.o We tried to figure
Sama continued, AThiout what Aall desiresbo
ever said such a t hi meant.

Rev. Konko spoke about how his Yokuis the original
heart was touched when he had thisconJ apanese of fAall desireso in

versation with Konko Sama, and he re-the Divine Call. It is greed,

marked how he is deeply moved every avarice, desire, or a passion

time duringgoya for Konko Sama and in my Japanese English

t he Founder 6s p r ay dictionary. | remember

have profound depth. talking about good and bad
desires. Interesting enough,
Ikigami Konko Daijin men-

Conclusion _ _tioned 3 types of desires in
Through various examples of teachings ;g teachings.

and stories, Rev. Konko spoke about the di
vine blessings received in the sacred place ¢
Konko, where the Founder had lived and
received the Divine Call one hundred and
fifty years ago. As mentioned in the lecture,
the Fifth Konko Sama had stated, "The joy
of Faith is the joy felt in our daily lives be-
cause practicing faith is within our daily
l i ves. o Rev. Konko

strongly believes ¢t

the ultimate joy and fulfilment for those _ 3  Desires to save people.l o .
seeking true happiness in our daily lives anc fil asked KonkoSama about eliminating human desires. He

prayers. said, 6No, no, | also have d
With this lecture, Rev. Konko expressed pe_ople throug[]out the__worl_d. Do not eliminate your de-

his hopes and prayer that the 150th Anniver S | T €Gl:Kando, Fujimori:54.1]

sary Ceremony of the Divine Call officiated

by our Principal Mediator will be more 3 Desires that are not good.

meaningful and significant with our deepesti Do not t or ment yourself by

humbleness, and that we will all receives i r €Glll:Shinkun/ed. Konkokyo Hombu:P1:18]

bountiful blessings too heavy to carry in our

13 Desires we should

have to live

"While people are alive

they must pray for good health. Farmers should pray for
abundant crops, and merchants should pray for successful
busi ness. Such desires are
Kyogoroku/ed. Kataoka, Jiro:170.1]

luggage back home He also taught us about putting aside our selfish desires
such as AElIli minate your self
Konko Faith.o [GIIIl:Shinkun/
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