
AIRSHIO [E’RSHIO] 

“I did not blame Kami-

Sama, but I thought if I 

could have practiced 

Konko Faith more faith-

fully and earned more 

virtue, my mother may 

have lived longer.” 
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2015 New Year’s Day  

Memorial Year for 100, 40, 3, 20 
 The year 2015 has begun. This year will be a special year for 

my family because four of my ancestors’ memorial anniversary will 

be held. March 3rd is the 100th year memorial day for Kiyo Konko, 

wife of the Second Konko-Sama. Then, Takako Yasutake, my ma-

ternal grandmother’s 40th year memorial service will be held on 

March 26th. My father’s 3rd year memorial service will be on June 

21st. Lastly, December 23rd is my maternal grandfather, Fumio Ya-

sutake’s 20th year memorial service. Without doubt, I would not ex-

ist today if not for these important individuals. I wish I could attend 

their memorial services held in Japan to show my appreciation and 

respect. But I believe they will be happy for me as I strive to be a 

worthy beloved child of Kami-Sama. If I please Kami-Sama, my an-

cestors will be very happy. Although I am unable to see their physi-

cal presence, I can view in my mind's their smile when I have 

pleased them. 

Great great grandmother, Grandmother, Fa-
ther, Grandfather  

 Kiyo Konko passed away in 1915 and I don't know if there are 

any photographs of her. Fortunately a biography about her was 

published on December 20, 2014, which is also the Second Konko-

Sama’s memorial day. We can learn about her life and what kind of 

person she was. The biography describes her as diligent, faithful, 

and witty. I am very sure that she prayed for her 8 children, includ-
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New Year’s 
Day Service 
 

New  Year’s  Day  Service 
was  held  on  New  Year’s 
Day at 9 a.m. We prayed for 
a  brand  new  year,  2015, 
with  renewed  hearts  and 
appreciation.   

 

2015 New Year’s Day Service 

ing the 3rd Konko-Sama and all her descendants. 

 I was the only grandchild whom my maternal grandmother, Ta-

kako Yasutake, held in her arms. Since she passed away 40 years 

ago, she now has 14 grandchildren and 11 of them became Konko-

kyo ministers. As a Mitama, I feel she worked hard for me to find 

the right person to marry. When I attended her 35th year memorial 

service in Japan, I was able to officially be engaged to my wife. 

She used to talk to her children to help their father who was the 

head minister of the Konko Church of Amagi. She must have asked 

Kami-Sama to keep my mother and uncles healthy, physically and 

mentally, so they could continue to work and dedicate their life to 

Kami-Sama. She must be supporting us, her grandchildren and 

great grandchildren now. 

 My father was concerned about how I was doing in Hawaii and if 

I can contribute to Konko Mission of Honolulu and the Konkokyo 

community in Hawaii. I know he faithfully prayed for me to fulfill my 

mission as a minister and toritsugi mediator more than I think. For 

example, I emailed to him our newsletter every month, but I did not 

know that he placed a hard copy on the Kami Altar at home, as 

well. I found out about this during a chance visit to my home in 

Konko town. He never mentioned to me about making a copy for 

the Kami Altar to pray. I realized and appreciated how he sincerely 

wanted me to be a useful and helpful Konkokyo minister serving 

the Konko Mission of Honolulu. 

 My maternal grandfather, Rev. Fumio Yasutake, lost his father 

at the age of 5. He lost his younger sister at the age of 17. She was 

his only sibling. Two years later he lost his mother. He married my 

grandmother, Takako, and was blessed with 5 children. Unfortu-

nately, the first child died at the young age of 3. He also lost his 

wife, my grandmother, at the age of 46. It seemed he had an un-

happy life because he had to experience the deaths of his parents, 

younger sister, daughter, and wife. I was 20 years old when my 

grandfather passed away. In all the years prior to his passing, he 

never had any complaints about his life or blamed Kami-Sama for 

his misfortunes. He said he felt very sad and sorrowful when he 

lost his mother while he was in the Konkokyo seminary. He said, “I 

did not blame Kami-Sama, but I thought if I could have practiced 

Konko Faith more faithfully and earned more virtue, my mother 

may have lived longer.” 

Kami-Centered Life  

 My father, grandparents, great great grandmother are my roots. 

Although we cannot see them with our physical eyes, I can still 

make them happy with my attitude, behavior and faith. I want to 

make them happy and have confidence in me, “Koichi is doing very 

well!” The aim of practicing faith is to be trusted by Kami. The more 

trust I receive from Kami-Sama, the more I can become a filial per-

son for my ancestors. They can be happier. I want to have a 

stronger bond with my roots this year through practicing Konko 

Faith and have Kami-Sama’s perspective in my life for a Kami-

Centered life.  



Short        

Teachings 

-Let us be aware that 
we need blessings 
from Kami-Sama to 
sleep. 

-If we cherish money 
as Kami-Sama’s bless-
ing and treat it respect-
fully, we don’t need to 
worry about money. 

-Let us receive finan-
cial blessings. Thus 
make a request for it 
sincerely. 

-As a beloved child of 
Kami-Sama, trust from 
Kami-Sama, commu-
nity, and people around 
us is important. 

-Money is like a blood 
for organizations in-
clude churches. Be-
coming turbid causes 
serious illness. 

-Blessings depend on 
us, our heart, joy, har-
mony and peace. Pray 
for each other.   

Teaching of Reverend Masa-
yuki Kodama 
 We all face death, the inevitable end of our body. Death comes 
not only to the aged, but to the young, and even to infants. Death 
may come at any moment. 
 When we die and become Mitama, we must work as a Mitama. 
We must practice doing this work as a Mitama, while we are still 
living. 
 Working as a Mitama is quite different from work as we know it. 
In this world, we may work to gain fame or honor; we may work to 
gain material things to make a living; or we may only do things that 
we like, play, and enjoy ourselves. 
 However, when we become a Mitama, we no longer have a 
physical body so we no longer need to work for fame or for material 
things. 
 If we had done only these things while living, then we have not 
had any practice in doing the work that we must do as a Mitama. 
 The work of a Mitama are entirely of love and sincerity: 
So that Kami-Sama can be helped and saved; 
So that there is peace on earth; 
So that society becomes a better place; 
So that the family be harmonious and prosperous; and 
So that man will live a life of love and sincerity. 
 To protect, to guide, and to help men live such a life is the work 
of a Mitama. 
 If after becoming a Mitama, a Mitama merely rests, stands still, 
and does not work as a Mitama, then Kami-Sama probably will not 
bestow blessings upon the Mitama. 

December 10,1966 

Teaching from Kyoten 
Many people suffer from eye diseases because they are unaware 
that they are able to see because of the blessings of the sun.   

 [Konkokyo Kyoten Gorikai III: Founder's Teachings Kyoso Gorikai 23, 
Page 27, Konkokyo Honbu 1993] 
 

General  Membership  Meeting 
and New Year Potluck Party 
Date:   Sunday, February 8, 2015 
Time:  After monthly service at 10:00 a.m.  
    (approximately 11 a.m.) 
 
2014 financial report and 2015 budget report for Shintokai mem-
bers' association will be presented at the general meeting. After the 
meeting, we will enjoy food and bingo games. Let us have a good 
time together to celebrate New Year! 



Contact Us 

We open from 5 a.m. to 8 

p.m. 7 days a week.  

Please feel free to come to 

church anytime.  

Konko Mission of Honolulu 
1728 Liliha Street 

Honolulu, HI 96817 

(808) 533-7173  

Konko-

Honolulu@hawaii.rr.com 

Visit us on the web at 

http://

hawaiikonkodai-

jin.weebly.com/ 

Church Schedule 
      

FEBRUARY 

1      Sunday Service 

8      10am   Monthly Service 
    – Family Sunday: General Membership Meeting  
    (New Year Pot Luck Party) 

15      Sunday Service – One for the Goyo 
      – Corporation Board of Directors Meeting 

22      Monthly Service & Monthly Memorial Service  

 

 
Konko Missions in Hawaii General Membership Meeting 
Date:  Saturday, February 14, 1:30 to 4pm 
Place: Konko Mission of Honolulu Social Hall 

 
All ministers and ministers assistants and three representatives 
from each church and Board of Trustees officers in Konko Missions 
in Hawaii form the meeting. Everyone can observe the meeting and 
may give certain time to speak from the floor in the meeting. If you 
are interesting in activities and financial matters of Konko Missions 
in Hawaii, please come to the meeting.   

The Ways of Kami are mysterious and wondrous, beyond our understanding.  (extract from Adoration Prayer) 

Konkokyo Declaration 

As humans, who are all allowed to live by the Great Universe, 
We accept and respect all lives as being precious, 

And pledge to manifest an ideal world where  
Kami and people,  

People and people, and People and all things 
Live together through an Interdependent (Aiyo kakeyo) relationship. 

Essence of Practicing 

Faith of Konkokyo 

-Good thoughts with a 
sincere and thoughtful 
heart and, 

-Doing a good deed with 
a conscientious and kind 
heart and, 

-Being honest all the time 

-Trust and being trusted 
by Kami is the aim of 
Faith. 

-We all are receiving 
daily blessings every 
moment; the blessings 
that we need at certain 
times are the result of 
practicing Faith. 

The Movement  

for the Mutual Fulfillment of Kami and Me 

I will seek and receive Mediation 
I will realize the blessings of Kami 
I will live a joyful life of appreciation 
I will be one with Kami 
I will pray for, help, and guide others 
To actualize the Way of Kami and people 


