
I heard an interesting story when I attended a ministers' gather-

ing in 2001, sponsored by Konkokyo Hawaii Center. I was stay-

ing at the Konko Mission of Honolulu at that time to help Yo-

shino-sensei before I moved to Hawaii in 2003. We had a guest 

speaker from Japan. He said that the verbal prayers by ministers 

and members were absorbed into the Hiromae, or worship hall.  

It never occurred to me that our prayers were absorbed into the 

walls of the worship hall. 

He explained that when his older church was rebuild years ago, 

he felt something different in the brand new worship hall.  

When having daily prayer sessions at the brand new worship hall, he felt there was 

"something different." Finally he realized that for so many years, previous ministers and 

members prayed at the old worship hall, and the old church was filled with their prayers.  

Since his church was  new, it was too soon to feel people's prayers in the worship hall. 

The altars and walls needed to absorb more prayers. Many years later he felt more com-

fortable when praying and understood that constant prayers by ministers and members 

made the different. The worship hall absorbed the prayers so he felt a different atmos-

phere from within the building because of prayers. 

I remember hearing a similar story. I attended a church for a grand service and the head 

minister of the church shared a story in her sermon. She introduced a story of a musician 

who played a Japanese traditional wooden instrument. He was a great musician but was 

optically challenged. I believe after he lost his eyesight, his other senses became keen.  

He could tell his instrument was made with wood taken from a tree which grew near a 
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temple. He said this wood received and absorbed prayers or chants from a temple which created the dif-

ferent color and tone in the instrument. When he played his instrument he could feel the prayers or chants 

in the instrument. 

Church buildings and even instruments can absorb prayers which we can feel. The minister from Japan 

could feel the difference between the old church and new church because the new worship hall didn't ab-

sorbed enough prayers as a Konkokyo church. Since the musician had a strong sense he could tell his in-

strument came from a tree near the temple because the instrument had absorbed prayers or chants. 

If we continue to pray, church buildings and instruments can listen and hold our prayers. We also should 

be able to absorb our prayers. I was told teachings can penetrate our pores. Our prayers, too. We have a 

Konkokyo "Prayer Book" to recite prayers. There are important Konkokyo doctrines, history of the 

Konko faith, the Founder's life, Kami-Sama's wishes and Kami-Sama's words for us in the Prayer Book. 

We can absorb those important things unknowingly while we are reciting prayers. We can receive the vir-

tue of prayers, too. There is the word, "Koto Dama 言霊". It means, “spiritual power of words”. There is 

spiritual power in words when repeated out loud. I know Kami-Sama can hear our silent prayers, but ver-

bal prayers are strong and the worship hall and the body will absorb them. There is power in prayers and 

power in words. We should come to the church to recite prayers to feel the Koto Dama from the worship 

hall and our prayers. 

Teac hing from Konkokyo Kyoten  

Tenchi Kane No Kami is the Parent Kami. All people are Kami's children. People should get along with Kami just as 

they do with their parents. It is unnecessary to fear Kami. 

Kami calls people "the children of Kami" because the relationship between Kami and people is that of parent and child. 

To practice faith is to be in harmony with one's parents. Therefore, people should ask anything of Kami without hesita-

tion. 

[Konkokyo Kyoten Gorikai III: Founder's Teachings Kyoso Gorikai 1, Page 22, Konkokyo Honbu 1993] 

 

Society today is knowledge‑ oriented. People create logical explanations for events without recognizing the divine favors 

of Tenchi Kane No Kami. This is the reason why difficulties increase. Logical explanations cannot solve problems. 

[Konkokyo Kyoten Gorikai III: Founder's Teachings Kyoso Gorikai 22, Page 26, Konkokyo Honbu 1993] 

End of  the Year Appreciat ion Ser vice and Pot luck Par ty  

End of the Year Celebration potluck party was held on December 21 after the service on the second floor 

social hall. Each person introduced themselves and spoke about a special or remarkable event/blessing 

experienced in 2014. We enjoyed delicious food, and shared lots of fun and laughter with the games. First 

game was musical chairs, and then “slipper free throw”, and finally we laughed so much with the last 

game, “jan-ken-po”, using body motion. We had an enjoyable and hilarious time with members. 



Founding Minister  of  Konko Miss ion of  Honolulu                          

It can be said that man lives in suffering. There are sickness, poverty, disagreements, natural calamities and 

disasters, and ultimately death. So, there is even a religion (not ours) that teaches that birth is the blessings 

of human suffering. 

However, our Kami-Sama (Divine Parent) has provided us with the means by which we can find happiness 

amidst these sufferings. Kami-Sama gave us part of Kam's soul, Kami Gokoro. 

If this Kami Gokoro is brought forth to the surface from within us, we can live in all the sufferings men-

tioned earlier and still be “Arigatai" feeling. 

This Kami Gokoro works between man and Kami-Sama by making man helps Kami-Sama and Kami-Sama 

helping man. Amidst all the sufferings, this Kami Gokoro has the ability to build, to create, and to produce 

the good things, which is called "Okage" or blessings. 

Therefore, even in this world of suffering, Kami-Sama has provide us, "Ujiko" or beloved child, with the 

means or ways for us to live happily. 

May 22, 1967 

 

 

 

Teac hing of  Reverend Masayuki Kodama  



1728 Liliha Street 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96817 

Phone: 808-533-7173 

E-mail: Konko-Honolulu@hawaii.rr.com 

Konkokyo Declaration 

As humans, who are all allowed to live by the Great Universe, 
We accept and respect all lives as being precious, 

And pledge to manifest an ideal world where  
Kami and people,  

People and people, and People and all things 
Live together through an Interdependent (Aiyo kakeyo) relationship. 

K O N K O  M I S S I O N  O F  

H O N O L U L U  

Essence of Practicing Faith 
of Konkokyo 

-Good  thoughts  with  a 
sincere and thoughtful heart 
and, 

-Doing a good deed with a 
conscientious and kind heart 
and, 

-Being honest all the time 

-Trust and being trusted by 
Kami is the aim of Faith. 

-We all  are  receiving daily 
blessings every moment; the 
blessings  that  we  need  at 
certain times are the result of 
practicing Faith. 

http://

konkomissionshawaii.org/ 

The Movement  
for the Mutual Fulfillment of Kami and Me 

I will seek and receive Mediation 
I will realize the blessings of Kami 
I will live a joyful life of appreciation 
I will be one with Kami 
I will pray for, help, and guide others 
To actualize the Way of Kami and people 

New Year's Day Service will be held on January 1, 2015 at 9 a.m.  Let us start 2015 

with a joyful and blessed heart. 

 

Date:   Sunday, February 8, 2015 

Time:  After monthly service at 10:00 a.m. (approximately 11 a.m.) 

2014 financial report and 2015 budget report for Shintokai members' association will 
be presented at the general meeting. After the meeting, we will enjoy food and bingo 
games. Let us have a good time together to celebrate New Year!  

New Year’s  Day Ser v ice  

Genera l  Member ship Meeting and New Year  
Pot luck Par ty  


